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SUBJECT: UK TV BROADCASTING RESTRICTIONS 

REF: LONDON 10971 

1 . EMBASSY E/C MINISTER HAS RECEIVED RESPONSE FROM 
BUTLER FCO TO APPROACH RE PROSPECTIVE TV SCREEN QUOTA 
REDUCTION. TEXT OF BUTLER'S LETTER FOLLOWS: 

"YOU CAME TO SEE ME ON 29 JUNE TO COMPLAIN ABOUT 
THE APPARENT INTENTION OF THE INDEPENDENT BROADCASTING 
AUTHORITY (IBA) TO MAKE A REDUCTION IN THE PERCENTAGE OF 
FOREIGN MATERIAL SHOWN ON INDEPENDENT TELEVISION IN THE 
UNITED KINGDOM ON THE GROUNDS THAT THIS WOULD BE AT 
VARIANCE WITH OUR OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE OECD CODE OF 
LIBERALISATION OF CURRENT INVISIBLE TRANSACTIONS. 

I UNDERTOOK TO TAKE LEGAL ADVICE REGARDING THE EXACT 
NATURE OF OUR OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE CODE WITH PARTICULAR 
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REFERENCE TO THE IBA. 

"OUR LEGAL PEOPLE HAVE NOW LOOKED INTO THIS IN 
CONSIDERABLE DETAIL. THEIR CONCLUSION IS THAT, AS I SUG- 
GESTED WHEN WE SPOKE, THE IBA IS NOT, SAVE IN A FEW MOST 
CIRCUMSCRIBED CASES, SUBJECT TO GOVERNMENT DIRECTION. 

IT IS AN INDEPENDENT BODY THAT CARRIES OUT ITS TASK OF 
SELECTING AND APPROVING PROGRAMMES ON THE BASIS OF 
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CRITERIA, SOME OF WHICH ARE SPECIFIED IN THE INDEPENDENT 
BROADCASTING ACT OF 1973, INDEPENDENTLY OF GOVERNMENT 
DIRECTION. IN SELECTING AND APPROVING THE PROGRAMMES 
BROADCAST, THE IBA IS NOT GRANTING ANY AUTHORISATION 
REQUIRED FOR THE IMPORT OF PRINTED FILM FOR TELEVISION 
BROADCASTS, NOR DOES IT ACT DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY ON 
BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT. IT FOLLOWS THAT THE IBA IS NOT 
A BODY THAT AUTHORISES ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO THE OECD 
CODE. 

"I CAN WELL UNDERSTAND THAT ANY ANNOUNCEMENT BY 
THE IBA WHICH MIGHT INDICATE A POSSIBLE REDUCTION IN THE 
NUMBER OF TV FILMS CURRENTLY PURCHASED FROM THE USA 
MIGHT BE UNHELPFUL AT THIS TIME. IN FOLLOWING DEVELOP 
MENTS ON THIS ISSUE WE SHALL HAVE THIS IN MIND. (I AM 
TOLD, INCIDENTALLY, THAT IF ANY CHANGES ARE TO BE 
DECIDED UPON THEY WILL NOT BE DRASTIC OR SUDDEN.) BUT 
THE FACT REMAINS THAT THE IBA IS A GENERALLY INDEPENDENT 
BODY OVER WHICH, SO FAR AS THIS ASPECT IS CONCERNED, THE 
GOVERNMENT HAS NO AUTHORITY." 

2. IN CONVERSATIONS WITH BUTLER JULY 14 AND WITH 
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE PERMANENT SECRETARY PLIATZKY AND 
DEPUTY SECRETARY KNIGHTON JULY 13 IT SEEMED EVIDENT THAT 
BOTH DEPARTMENTS HAVE DISCUSSED THE ISSUE WITH THE 
INDEPENDENT BROADCASTING AUTHORITY. HOWEVER, NO INDI- 
CATION WAS GIVEN AS TO WHAT ACTION IBA MAY TAKE OR WHEN. 
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